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ADVI SORY Cl RCULAR AC No: 90-42F

Date: 5/21/90

Change:

Initiated by: ATP-230

Subj ect: TRAFFI C ADVI SORY PRACTI CES AT Al RPORTS W THOUT

OPERATI NG CONTRCL TOWERS

1. PURPCSE. This advisory circular (AC) contains good
operating practices and procedures for use when approaching or
departing airports w thout an operating control tower and
airports that have control towers operating part tinme. This AC
has been updated to include changes in radio frequencies and

phraseol ogy.

2. CANCELLATI ON.  Advisory CGircul ar 90-42E, dated Novenber

23, 1988, is cancell ed.

3. REFERENCES. The following AC s also contain information

applicable to operations at such uncontrolled airports.

a. AC 90-66, Recommended Standard Traffic Patterns for

Aircraft Operations at Airports Wthout Operating Control Towers.

b. AC 150/ 5340-27A, Air-to-Gound Radi o Control of

Airport Lighting Systens.
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4. DEFI NI T1 ONS.

a. COVWMON TRAFFI C ADVI SORY FREQUENCY ( CTAF) - A designated
frequency for the purpose of carrying out airport advisory
practices while operating to or froman airport that does not
have a control tower or an airport where the control tower is not
operational. The CTAF is nornmally a UNICOM MJULTICOM flight
service station (FSS) frequency, or a tower frequency. CTAF will

be identified in appropriate aeronautical publications.

b. UNI COM - A nongovernnent air/ground radi o comruni cation
station which may provide airport information at public use

airports.

C. MULTI COM - A nobile service, not open to public
correspondence use, used for essential comunications in the
conduct of activities perfornmed by or directed fromprivate

aircraft.

d. MOVEMENT AREA - The runways, taxiways, and other areas
of an airport/heliport which are utilized for taxiing/hover
taxiing, air taxiing, takeoff and |l anding of aircraft, exclusive

of | oadi ng ranps, and parking areas.

5. DI SCUSSI ON.

a. In the interest of pronoting safety, the Federa

Avi ation Administration, through its Airman's | nformation Manual

Airport Facility Directory, Advisory Circular, and other

publ i cations provides frequency information, good operating
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practices, and procedures for pilots to use when operating to and

froman airport w thout an operating control tower.

b. There is no substitute for awareness while in the
vicinity of an airport. It is essential that pilots remain alert
and | ook for other traffic and exchange traffic information when
approaching or departing an airport w thout the services of an
operating control tower. This is of particular inportance since
other aircraft may not have comuni cation capability or, in sone
cases, pilots may not comuni ca@their presence or intentions
when operating into or out of such airports. To achieve the
great est degree of safety, it is essential that all radio-
equi pped aircraft transmt/receive on a conmon frequency

identified for the purpose of airport advisories.

C. The key to comrunicating at an airport w thout an
operating control tower is selection of the correct common
frequency. The CTAF for each airport wi thout an operating
control tower is published in appropriate aeronautical
i nformation publications. The CTAF for a particular airport can
al so be obtained by contacting any FSS. Use of the appropriate
CTAF, conbined with visual alertness and application of the
foll owi ng recormended good operating practices, will enhance

safety of flight into and out of all such airports.

d. There are two ways for pilots to conmunicate their
intentions and obtain airport/traffic informati on when operating
at an airport that does not have an operating tower: by
comuni cating with an FSS that is providing airport advisories on

a CTAF or by making a sel f-announced broadcast on the CTAF.
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6. RECOMVENDED TRAFFI C ADVI SORY PRACTICES. All inbound traffic
shoul d continuously nonitor and comuni cate, as appropriate, on
the designated CTAF froma point 10 miles fromthe airport unti

cl ear of the novenent area. Departing aircraft should

conti nuously nonitor/conmunicate on the appropriate frequency
fromstartup, during taxi, and until 10 miles fromthe airport

unl ess the Federal Aviation Regulations or |ocal procedures

requi re otherw se.

7. Al RPORT ADVI SORY SERVI CE (AAS) PROVI DED BY AN FSS

a. An FSS physically | ocated on an airport may provide
airport advisory service (AAS) at an airport that does not have a
control tower or where a tower is operated on a part-tinme basis
and the tower is not in operation. The CTAF' s for FSS s which
provide this service are published in appropriate aeronauti cal

publi cati ons.

b. An FSS AAS provides pilots with wind direction and
vel ocity, favored or designated runway, altinmeter setting, known
traffic, Notices to Airmen, airport taxi routes, airport traffic
pattern, and instrunent approach procedures information. Pilots
may receive sone or all of these el enents depending on the
current traffic situation. Sone airport managers have specified
that under certain wind or other conditions, designated runways
are used. Therefore, pilots should advise the FSS of the runway
they intend to use. It is inportant to note that not al
aircraft in the vicinity of an airport may be in communi cation

wi th the FSS.
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C. In communi cating with an FSS on CTAF, establish two-way

conmmuni cations before transnitting outbound/inbound intentions or
information. Inbound aircraft should initiate contact
approximately 10 nmiles fromthe airport. |nbounds should report
altitude, aircraft type, and location relative to the airport;
shoul d i ndi cate whether | anding or overflight; and should request
airport advisory. Departing aircraft should, as soon as
practicable after departure, contact the FSS and state the
aircraft type, full identification nunber, type of flight

pl anned; i.e., visual flight rules (VFR) or instrunent flight
rules (IFR), the planned destination or direction of flight, and
the requested services desired. Pilots should report before
taxiing, before entering the novenent area, and before taxiing
onto the runway for departure. |f comrunication with a UNNCOM i s
necessary, pilots should do so before entering the novenent area
or on a separate transceiver. It is essential that aircraft

continuously nonitor the CTAF within the specified area.

d. Exanpl es of AAS phraseol ogy:

(1) I nbound:

VERO BEACH RADI O, CENTURI ON SI X NI NER DELTA DELTA ONE

ZERO M LES SOUTH, TWDO THOUSAND, LANDI NG VERO BEACH

REQUEST Al RPORT ADVI SORY.

(2) CQutbound:

VERO BEACH RADI O, CENTURI ON SI X NI NER DELTA DELTA,

READY TO TAXI, VFR, DEPARTING TO THE SOUTHWEST.

REQUEST Al RPORT ADVI SORY.
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8. I NFORMATI ON PROVI DED BY AERONAUTI CAL ADVI SCRY STATI ONS
(UNFCOM. UNICOM stations nay provide pilots, upon request, wth
weat her information, wind direction, the reconmended runway, or
ot her necessary information. |f the UNICOM frequency is
designated as the CTAF, it will be identified in appropriate
aeronautical publications. |If wind and weather information are
not available, it may be obtainable fromnearby airports via
Automatic Term nal Information Service or Autonated Weat her

bservi ng System frequency.

9. SELF- ANNOUNCE PCSI TI ON AND/ OR | NTENTI ONS.

a. General. "Self-announce" is a procedure whereby pilots
broadcast their position, intended flight activity or ground
operation on the designated CTAF. This procedure is used
primarily at airports which do not have a control tower or an FSS
on the airport. The self-announce procedure should al so be used
when a pilot is unable to communicate with the |ocal FSS on the

desi gnat ed CTAF.

b. If an airport has a control tower which is either
tenporarily closed or operated on a part-tine basis and there is
no operating FSS on the airport, pilots should use the published

CTAF to sel f-announce position and/or intentions.

c. Wiere there is no tower, FSS, or UNI COM station on the
airport, use MJLTI COM frequency 122.9 for self-announce
procedures. Such airports will be identified in appropriate

aeronautical information publications.
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d. Practice Approaches. Pilots conducting practice
i nstrunent approaches should be particularly alert for other
aircraft that nmay be departing in the opposite direction. Wen
conducting any practice approach, regardless of its direction
relative to other airport operations, pilots should make

announcenments on the CTAF as fol |l ows:

(1) when departing the final approach fix, inbound;

(2) when established on the final approach segnent or

i medi ately upon being rel eased by ATC,

(3) upon conpletion or term nation of the approach; and

(4) upon executing the m ssed approach procedure.

NOTE: Departing aircraft should always be alert for arriva

aircraft that are opposite direction

10.  UNI COM COVMUNI CATI ON PROCEDURES

a. In communicating with a UNICOM station, the follow ng
practices will help reduce frequency congestion, facilitate a
better understanding of pilot intentions, help identify the
location of aircraft in the traffic pattern, and enhance safety

of flight:

(1) Select the correct CTAF frequency.

(2) State the identification of the UNI COM station you
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are calling in each transni ssion.

(3) Speak slowy and distinctly.

(4) Notify the UNICOM station approxinately 10 mles from

the airport, reporting altitude, aircraft type, aircraft

identification, location relative to the airport, and whet her

| andi ng or overflight. Request wind information and runway in

use.

(5) Report on downwi nd, base, and final approach.

(6) Report |eaving the runway.

b. Exanpl es of UNI COM Phr aseol ogi es:

(1) I nbound:

FREDERI CK UNI COM CESSNA ElI GHT ZERO ONE TANGO FOXTROT 10

M LES SOUTHEAST DESCENDI NG THROUGH ( ALTI TUDE) LANDI NG FREDERI CK,

REQUEST W ND AND RUNWAY | NFORVATI ON FREDERI CK.

FREDERI CK TRAFFI C CESSNA El GHT ZERO ONE TANGO FOXTROT ENTERI NG

DOWNW NOY BASE/ FI NAL (AS APPROPRI ATE) FOR RUNWAY ONE NI NE ( FULL

STOP/ TOUCH AND- GO) FREDERI CK.

*FREDERI CK TRAFFI C CESSNA EI GHT ZERO ONE TANGO FOXTROT CLEAR OF

RUNWAY ONE NI NE FREDERI CK. *

(2) CQutbound:
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FREDERI CK UNI COM CESSNA EI GHT ZERO ONE TANGO FOXTROT ( LOCATI ON ON
Al RPORT) TAXI I NG TO RUNVAY ONE NI NE, REQUEST W ND AND TRAFFI C

I NFORMATI ON FREDERI CK.

FREDERI CK TRAFFI C CESSNA EI GHT ZERO ONE TANGO FOXTROT DEPARTI NG
RUNVWAY ONE NI NE. "REMAINING IN THE PATTERN' or "DEPARTI NG THE

PATTERN TO THE (DI RECTI ON) (AS APPROPRI ATE) " FREDERI CK.

11. EXAMPLES OF SELF- ANNOUNCE PHRASEOLOJ ES. It should be noted
that aircraft operating to or from another nearby airport nay be
nmaki ng sel f-announce broadcasts on the sanme UNI COM or MJLTI COM
frequency. To help identify one airport from another, the

ai rport nane shoul d be spoken at the begi nning and end of each

sel f-announce transm ssi on.

(1) I nbound:

STRAWN TRAFFI C, APACHE TWO TWO FI VE ZULU, (PGCsSITION), (ALTI TUDE),

( DESCENDI NG OR ENTERI NG DOAWNW NOY BASE/ FI NAL ( AS APPROPRI ATE)

RUNWAY ONE SEVEN FULL STOP, TOUCH AND- GO, STRAWN.

*STRAWN TRAFFI C APACHE TWO TWO FI VE ZULU CLEAR OF RUNWAY ONE

SEVEN STRAWN. *

(2) CQutbound:

STRAWN TRAFFI C, QUEENAI RE SEVEN ONE FI VE FI VE BRAVO ( LOCATI ON ON

Al RPORT) TAXI I NG TO RUNVAY TWO SI X STRAWN.

STRAWN TRAFFI C, QUEENAI RE SEVEN ONE FI VE FI VE BRAVO DEPARTI NG
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RUNVWAY TWO SI X. DEPARTI NG THE PATTERN TO THE (DI RECTI ON),

CLI MBI NG TO (ALTI TUDE) STRAWN.

(3) Practice Instrument Approach:

STRAWN TRAFFI C, CESSNA TWO ONE FOUR THREE QUEBEC ( NAME - FI NAL

APPROACH FI X) | NBOUND DESCENDI NG THROUGH ( ALTI TUDE) PRACTI CE

(TYPE) APPROCACH RUNWAY THREE FI VE STRAWN.

STRAWN TRAFFI C, CESSNA TWO ONE FOUR THREE QUEBEC PRACTI CE ( TYPE)

APPROACH COVPLETED OR TERM NATED RUNWAY THREE FI VE STRAWN.

12. SUWVARY OF RECOMVENDED COVMUNI CATI ONS PROCEDURES.

COVWUNI CATI ON BROADCAST

PROCEDURES
FACILITY AT PRACTI CE
Al RPORT FREQUENCY USE OUTBOUND I NBOUND I NSTR APCH
a. UNI COM Comuni cate with
(no Tower UNI COM st ati on on
or FSS) publ i shed CTAF frequency

(122.7, 122.8, 122.725,
122. 975, or 123.0).

I f unable to contact

UNI COM st ati on, use

sel f -announce procedures

on CTAF.

b. No Tower, Sel f - announce on Bef ore 10 nmiles Departing
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FSS, or MULTI COM freq. taxiing out, and final

UNI COM 122.9 and before entering approach

taxiing on downw nd, fix

c. No Tower Communi cate with the runway base, and (nane)
Operation, FSS on CTAF for final, i nbound,
FSS Open departure and and

| eavi ng appr oach

d. FSS Cosed Self-announced t he conpl et ed/
(No Tower) on CTAF runway. termnated
e. Tower or, Sel f -announced

FSS not in on CTAF

Operati on

13. | FR AIRCRAFT. Wien operating in accordance with an I FR
clearance, if air traffic control (ATC) approves a change to the
advi sory frequency, change to and nonitor the CTAF as soon as

possi bl e and follow the recomrended traffic advisory procedures.

14. GROUND VEH CLE COPERATION. Drivers of airport ground

vehi cl es equi pped with radi os should nonitor the CTAF frequency
when operating on the airport novenent area and remmin clear of
runways/t axi ways being used by aircraft. Radio transm ssions from

ground vehicles should be confined to safety-related nmatters.

15. RADI O CONTROL OF Al RPORT LI GHTI NG SYSTEMS. \Wenever

possi ble, the CTAF will be used to control airport |ighting
systens at airports w thout operating control towers. This
elimnates the need for pilots to change frequencies to turn the
lights on and allows a continuous |istening watch on a single

frequency. The CTAF is published on the instrunent approach
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chart and in other appropriate aeronautical information
publications. For further details concerning radio controlled

lights, see AC 150/5340-27.

16. DESI GNATED UNI COM MULTI COM FREQUENCI ES. The foll ow ng
listing depicts appropriate UNI COM and MJULTI COM frequency used as

desi gnated by the Federal Comuni cations Comni ssion (FCC).

Frequency Use

122.700 -------mmme e Airports without an
operating control tower

122. 725 - - e e - Airports without an
operating control tower

¥ 122,750 --------immi e Air-to-air communications &
private airports (not open
to the public) *

122.800 ---------mm e - Airports without an

operating control tower

¥ 122.900 ----------mmmm e - ( MULTI COM FREQUENCY)
Activities of a tenporary,
seasonal , or energency
nature.

122.925 ---c--ccmm e ee e e ( MULTI COM FREQUENCY)
Forestry managenent and
fire suppression, fish and
game managenent and
protection, and
envi ronmental nonitoring

and protection. *
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122. 950

122. 975

123. 000

123. 050

123. 075

NOTE 1:

interference may be encountered fromnearby airports using
the same UNI COM frequency.
operators are encouraged to develop a "l east

frequency assignnment plan for airports concerned using the

Airports with control tower

or FSS on airport
Airports without an
operating control tower
Airports without an
operating control tower
Airports without an
operating control tower
Airports without an

operating control tower

In some areas of the country, frequency

Where there is a problem UN COM

frequenci es designated for airports without operating

contr ol

*UNI COM | i censees are encouraged to apply for

t owers.

spaced channel frequencies. Due to the extrenely linited

nunber of frequencies with 50 kHz channel spacing, 25 kHz

channel

spaci ng shoul d be i npl enent ed.

then request FCC to assign frequencies in accordance with

the plan, which FCC will review and consider for approval.*

NOTE 2:

Wnd direction and runway information may not be

avail abl e on UNI COM frequency 122. 950.

17. USE OF UNI COM FOR ATC PURPCSES.

UNI COM SERVI CE MAY BE

USED FOR ATC PURPCSES, only under the follow ng circunstances:
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a. Revision to proposed departure tine.

b. Takeoff, arrival, or flight plan cancellation tine.

c. ATC clearance, provided arrangenents are nade between

the ATC facility and the UNICOM | i censee to handl e such nmessages.

18. M SCELLANEQUS. Operations at airports w thout operating
control towers require the highest degree of vigilance on the
part of pilots to see and avoid aircraft while operating to or
fromsuch airports. Pilots should stay alert at all tinmes,
antici pate the unexpected, use the published CTAF frequency, and

foll ow reconmended ai rport advisory practices.
/'s/ Harold W Becker

Acting Director, Air Traffic

Rul es and Procedures Service
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